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Spinelli, Jerry. Crash.
Ever since first grade, "Crash" Coogan has been tormenting “dweeby” Penn Ward, a skinny vegetarian Quaker boy who
lives in a tiny former garage with his aged parents. Now that they're in seventh grade, Penn becomes an even better
target: not only does Penn still wear outdated used clothes, he joins the cheerleading squad. But even though Crash
becomes the school's star football player and wears the most expensive togs from the mall, he still can't get what Penn
has—his parents' attention and the admiration of the most gorgeous girl in school. And when his beloved grandfather
Scooter is severely disabled by a stroke, Crash no longer sees the fun in playing brutal pranks and begins to realize that
there are more important things in life than wearing new sneaks and being a sports star.

Shusterman, Neal. The Schwa Was Here.
Eighth‐grader "Antsy" Bonano recounts how his accidental relationship with three quirky characters winds up being
mutually beneficial. The catalyst in this social collision is Calvin Schwa, a classmate who has an almost supernatural
knack for going completely unnoticed. When Antsy decides to become an "agent" for the "nearly invisible" Schwa by
entertaining wagers, the boys enjoy temporary success until they accept a dare requiring "The Schwa" to enter the
home of a legendary local eccentric and retrieve a dog bowl belonging to any one of his fourteen Afghans.

Peters, Julie Ann. Define Normal.
This story is about two girls‐‐a "punk" and a "priss"‐‐who find themselves facing each other in a peer‐counseling program
and discover that they have some surprising things in common. At each session something about each girl is revealed.
Jazz's appearance is only something on the outside; her life isn't so bad, to Antonia anyway. And Antonia's seemingly
great life is only a farce. Things aren't so peachy on the inside. These two totally different girls start to realize that they
have things in common and can help each other if they just tried.

