Vale Middle School Summer Reading for Pre-AP English
Your teachers are looking forward to meeting you. Come prepared to think, to work hard, and to have fun. You must read one of the
novels listed for your grade level and have the following assignment completed by the end of the first week of school. Be prepared to
discuss the assignment, take a test over your novel, and write about your novel.
6th Grade: The Devil’s Arithmetic by Jane Yolen or The Martian Chronicles by Ray Bradbury
7th Grade: The Maze Runner by James Dashner or The Schwa was Here by Neal Shusterman
8th Grade: Chinese Cinderella by Adeline Yen Mah or Between Shades of Gray by Ruta Sepetys
Summer Reading Novel Assignment
You are going to create a mosaic of ideas, quotes, thoughts, etc. about your novel. Your mosaic will contain 12 squares. Using a ruler and
pen/marker, divide a piece of cardstock, printer paper, or construction paper into 12 squares. DO NOT FOLD UP THE PAPER TO GET THE
SQUARES . Your paper should not be any larger than 11”X17” and not smaller than 8.5”X11”. You will be evaluated on depth of thought, neatness,
creativity, spelling/grammar, and following instructions. We NEVER use pencil on projects or major assignments. Some students choose to type the
information for the boxes and paste the information into the boxes.
Example of MLA format: “The quick, brown fox jumped over the fence” (56).
(notice that sentence punctuation is outside the parenthesis)

Title and Author of book

One word that best describes
the main character

Text evidence in MLA format
that reinforces the word you
chose for your main
character

Picture of something that
reminds you of your main
character with an explanation
of why it reminds you of the
character—you may draw,
cut, or use clip art.

Overall tone of the novel with
an explanation.

Piece of text evidence in MLA
format that paints a sensory
picture (imagery) in your
mind…

Identify a conflict in the novel
and explain how the conflict
is resolved.

Describe the setting of your
novel. Include several pieces
of text evidence to reinforce
your description. Text
evidence should be in MLA
format.

Figurative Language…text
evidence in MLA format that
show either a simile,
metaphor, hyperbole,
personification, etc.

Unfamiliar word—quote the
sentence in MLA format and
underline the word. Write a
definition for the word.

Personal Connection—how
do you connect to the novel?
Explain.

Evaluation of the novel—
what did you think? Would
you recommend the novel to
a friend? Explain.

If you have questions during the summer, you can email Vivian.Ibarra@nisd.net.

See you in August☺

