8th Grade English Pre-AP Summer Reading Assignment
Novel choices – students MUST read one of the four novels highlighted below for credit on the assignment. Students
should bring their novel with them when school starts in August. The novel will be used the entire year.

Mandatory Assignment ~ Book Mosaic
Major Grade: Worth 100 points
NO LATE WORK ACCEPTED FOR SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT

DUE September 2, 2014
Sepetys, Ruta. Between Shades of Gray.
Fifteen‐year‐old Lina is a Lithuanian girl living an ordinary life until Soviet officers invade her home and tear her family
apart. Separated from her father and forced onto a crowded train, Lina, her mother, and her young brother make their
way to a Siberian work camp, where they are forced to fight for their lives. Lina finds solace in her art, documenting
these events by drawing. Risking everything, she imbeds clues in her drawings of their location and secretly passes them
along, hoping her drawings will make their way to her father's prison camp.
Lipsyte, Robert. The Contender.
Alfred's life is going nowhere fast. He's a high‐school dropout working at a grocery store. His best friend is drifting
behind a haze of drugs and violence, and now some street punks are harassing him for something he didn't do. Feeling
powerless and afraid, Alfred gathers up the courage to visit Donatelli's Gym, the neighborhood's boxing club. He wants
to be a champion. Alfred doesn't quite understand when Mr. Donatelli tells him, "It's the climbing that makes the man.
Getting to the top is an extra reward." In the end, he learns that a winner isn't necessarily the one standing when the
fight is over.
Pearson, Mary E. The Adoration of Jenna Fox.
Seventeen‐year‐old Jenna Fox awakens after more than a year in a coma to find herself in a life—and a body—that she
doesn't quite recognize. Her parents tell her that she's been in an accident, but much of her past identity and current
situation remain a mystery to her. As she watches family videos of her childhood, strange memories begin to surface,
and she slowly realizes that a terrible secret is being kept from her.
Condi, Ally. Matched.
Cassia has always trusted the Society to make the right choices for her: what to read, what to watch, what to believe. So
when Xander's face appears on‐screen at her Matching ceremony, Cassia knows with complete certainty that he is her
ideal mate... until she sees Ky Markham's face flash for an instant before the screen fades to black. The Society tells her
it's a glitch, a rare malfunction, and that she should focus on the happy life she's destined to lead with Xander. But
Cassia can't stop thinking about Ky, and as they slowly fall in love, Cassia begins to doubt the Society's infallibility and is
faced with an impossible choice: between Xander and Ky, between the only life she's known and a path that no one else
has dared to follow.

