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Dear Raider Community,
We have just concluded a wonderful school year. Our kids accomplished may outstanding goals and received numerous
accolades. This past week, a group of students presented technology projects at an international technology conference!
We wish our departing students the best and welcome our new sixth grade class. Although it is summer, we are hard at
work preparing for another exciting year with hiring, scheduling, and cleaning.
There are a few items for your consideration as you prepare for next year.
•

The first day of school is Monday, August 26. Our school day begins at 8:30 and concludes at 3:40. We run an
eight period day. However, sixth and seventh grade students will only have seven periods as they will have a
block for English and Reading classes.

•

All sixth and seventh grade students will be in a block schedule for English and Reading; they will not have
separate classes for these subjects. Instead, they will have a two period block where instruction in both content
areas will ensue.

•

We will have an Open House for all of our students on Thursday, August 22 from 4:00 to 7:00. The purpose of this
evening is to allow the students to receive their schedules and visit each of their classrooms to meet the teachers.
We will have a more formal Open House where expectations and content are discussed by the teachers later in
the year. I’ll send more information out on these events as the dates approach.

•

On the first day of school, all sixth grade students will begin their school year in the cafeteria so that we can
provide them with support and instructions for a successful year. This should alleviate some of their apprehension
as they begin a new chapter in their academic life. In addition, all students will have an adjusted schedule on the
first day of school to allow for our success assemblies.

•

All students will be coming home with a packet of important information to be completed after the first day of
school. There are many forms that must be completed and it is our intent to limit the burden for you to just one
night. Students should return the completed packet on the second day of school.

•

The school office will reopen on July 29 if you need anything.
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•

The school supply list is available on our website.

•

Remember that we are a uniform school. Students should be dressed in Khaki’s with red polo shirts for sixth,
white polo shirts for seventh and black polo shirts for eighth grade. More information is available on our website.

More information will be related to you as the school year approaches. Have a restful summer, and we look forward to
seeing all of our students when school begins on August 26. Also, please know that we consider it a privilege to educate
your child every day.
Scott G. McKenzie, Ed.D.
Principal, Sam Rayburn Middle School

